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� Lakes and rivers provide 
many services for the human 
population.

� But are vulnerable to a wide 
range of stressors.

� Subject to stringent 
regulation. 

� Water Framework Directive.

Water supply

Tourism

Aesthetic & cultural

Fishing

Examples of services

Water abstraction

Climate change

Invasion of non-native species

Nutrient enrichment

Examples of 
environmental stressors

Water FOR Ireland…..ecosystem services

Slide: thanks to Stephen Maberly



Water quality in Ireland

Source: Irish EPA, 2010



Water is a hot topic in Ireland just now…….

because we are being asked to pay!
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6.3 million cattle in Ireland…4.6 million people



Cattle poaching close to lake 

abstraction point inflow stream 
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Discharge pipe into lake 

abstraction point inflow stream 

Excessive algal growth in stream 

flowing into a lake abstraction

What is in the water in Ireland…..
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Cryptosporidium

E. coli



On-going issues with quality………………

My email today – 30% of wells contaminated with E coli….



On-going issues with quality………………



Fencing at streamside
Before After
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Fencing provides a vegetation barrier as well as prevents 

direct defecation into the water bodies 

Protecting the source…..



BUT the whole issue is raising awareness 

of our water issues!



Go raibh mile maith agaibh!

Images L. Feeagh: Daniel Brady


